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"Uphill Battle: Reflections on Viet Nam Counterinsurgency” (Cudc Chién Leo Ddc:
Suy nghiém vé Chién tranh Chdong du kich tai Viét Nam) 1a hoi ky cua Frank Scotton.
Ong da dén 1am viéc tai Viét Nam tir nam 1962 dén 1975, hoat dong nhu mdt ky gid sin
tin nhung cling nhan cong tac biét phai mdi khi co yéu cau ciia cac co quan chinh phu
Hoa Ky - nhu Phai B Quan Vién MACV, S¢ Tinh Béo, Toa Pai St Hoa Ky.

Frank Scotton da di khip bdn ving chién thuat, tiép xtic v6i nguoi dan & cac thon ap,
ngu chung véi Dan V¢, vao cac budn lang Thuong dé sinh hoat véi cac dan toc thiéu so.
Néu cam thay can thiét, ong khong ngan ngai ty lai xe di qua nhiing vung khong an ninh,
hay nhay truc thiang xudng mot tién don dang bi bao vay dé tim hiéu tinh hinh, c6 khi
bang rung qua nhiing duong mon khong hé dugc vé trén ban d6 ma & d6 co thé bi chinh

"phe ta ban lam".

Sach goém 19 Chuong: (1) Khoi dau. (2) Thung ling An Lao. (3) Tan rd. (4) Nén bé
Nhat Cong Hoa sup do (5) Tham do Ap Long An. (6) Biét kich nhan dan Quang Ngai.
(7) M6 rong va cac véan dé kiém soat. (8) Nang cép cac lién lac Quan. (9) Vién du tir Nha
dén Mién Trung. (10) Mau thuin Binh Dinh. (11) Vai tr6 va St mang. (12) Hoat dong
dan sy MACVCORDS. (13) O xa nhung van giit lién lac. (14) Borneo va tro lai Viét
Nam. (15) Tru s& trung wong MACVCORDS. (16) Nhiing sy diéu chinh. (17) Bau cu,
Cai quan & cudc tan cong 1972 ciia Bic Quan. (18) Diéu dinh, Ngung ban va Chiém dat.
(19) Nén Dé Nhi Cong Hoa tan ra va sup dd. Phu Luc: Danh tir ddc biét va chit viét tit.



Khéc véi nhiéu nguoi My dén 1am viéc tai Viét Nam, Frank cho réng su hianh dién vé
kha ning va vin hoa ciia ngudi My di ngin can ho c6 cai nhin ding vé ngudi Viét Nam.
Truge khi dét chan dén Viét Nam, ong da thuyét phuc trung tdm quén sy Fort Bang phai
cho 6ng hoc tiéng Viét. Sau 3 nim & Viét Nam, nhu tit ca moi quin nhan My, Frank cam
thay nh¢ gia dinh va ban bé. Thé nhung, ong khong thé tudng twong dugc rang vira vé
dén My 1a 6ng lai dém ting ngay dé tro lai Viét Nam. Va ong da phai goi dién thoai cho
mot ngudi ban & Hoa Thinh Pbn dé nhd 6ng ndy gi mot dién tin vé nha yéu cau Frank
tré lai Viét Nam cang sém cang tot.

Theo tac gia, nguoi My khi tham du vao chién truong Viét Nam da chua co suy nghi
1 rét vé dat nudc nay, ciing khong ¥ thire duge mirc d6 16n lao cua trach nhiém ho nhén
lanh ndm 1965 khi dwa quan vao Viét Nam. Ngudi My da khong biét gi nhidu vé dbi
phuong, va nhitng diéu da biét thi thuong ap dung... sai. Vi du nhu xtr dung danh tir "binh
dinh" (pacification) cuia thuc dan Phap, rdi lai d6i bang "tién trién cach mang". Su vung
vé trong chit nghia da din dén nhimg hiéu 1am dang tiéc [tac gia dé nghi chir "phuc hoi" -
nhu trong trudong hop phuc hoi moét vung do Mat Tran Giai Phong chiém déng trudc do.
Sai 1am nay bat ngudn ty sy ngan ngai di pho voi thuong cap: mot khi danh tir nao duoc
chuan y tir cap trén thi danh tir 6 tré thanh "thiéng liéng"!

Theo suy luan ciia Frank Scotton, ngudi My (giita thé ky 20) thuong 14 nhiing thg
moc, tho may gioi. Ho thich tdy mdy, thich sang ché va thich cai thién. Tir d6 khi phai ddi
pho vé6i du kich, ndi day... thi nghi rang co6 thé giai quyét nhu véi mot cai may. Poi véi
ban déng minh (Viét Nam Cong Hoa), ngudi My thuong nan chi vi thdy ho thiéu kha
nang hodc khong vui long ap dung nhiing diéu duoc huéng dan. Nguoi My ciing hén
hoan ung ho nhiing sang kién ctia ban dong minh, nhung sau d6 lai mu6n chuyén d6i theo
mo thirc nguoi My dua ra.

Vé su sup do ctia Nam Viét Nam, tac gia thang thin bay to:

"Muc dich ciia mét cugc chién la bat doi phirong phdi phuc tong y minh. Myc dich cia
chiing ta ngay tir dau la giir vitng mién Nam, khong dé mién Bdc thong nhat dat nude
theo diéu kién Cong san. Sau nhiéu nam chzen ddu, ching ta da ky mét hiép dinh cho
phép qudn ddi mién Bdc hién dién & mién Nam. Ching ta rit lui vi khéng con y chi.
Chung ta thua".

Riéng di v6i ban doc Viét Nam, Frank Scotton bay to sy din do khi quyét dinh cho
dich cubn héi ky qua tiéng Viét. Nhu mot nguoi thong thao Viét ngir, Frank hiéu chir
tiéng Viét thudng c6 nhiéu nghia khac nhau va kho nam béat véi mot vé "gan nhu ling
man". Frank cling hy vong ban doc Viét s€ khong cam thay khé chiu vi nhimng mo ta sy
khiém khuyét vé phia Viét Nam vi ong cting phé binh phia nguoi My con nang né hon.
Déi voi ong, cach t6t nhat 1a thay vi d6 16i cho nhau thi nén cung "tim cdach hiéu ré bdn
thé bap bénh cia cude chién, nhitng loi diém cia phia doi phirong, va tat ca nhitng diéu
chiing ta da cé thé lam hau dan dén nhitng két qua tot hon".

* V@ tac gia FRANK SCOTTON: Dén Sai Gon nam 1962 khi vira 24 tudi va méi
gia nhap USIA (U.S. Information Agengy, co quan dugc thanh 1ap nam 1953 v6i nhiém
vu phd bién cac chuong trinh thong tin (USIS) ¢ cac nudc ngoai Hoa Ky nham chdng lai
thit doan tuyén truyén cua Cong san). Nam 1970, ong tré thanh phy t4 didu hanh cua
William Colby - Giam ddc chuong trinh CORDS (Civil Operations and Revolutionary
Development Support). Hién cu ngu tai tiéu bang California.

* V@ dich gia PHAN LE DUNG: Sinh nim 1963 tai Sai Gon. Vuot bién 1978.
Dinh cu Hoa Ky 1980. Tot nghi€p Pai hoc University of Connecticut nganh Ky su Dién



1986. Hoi truong Hoi sinh vién University of Connecticut 1984-1986. D3 viét bai cho
bao Vin, Lang Van (1985-1988), Hiép Héi (1989-1997). Hién cu ngu tai tiéu bang
Virginia. Céc tac pham da dich va ding bao: Trong Gong Kém Lich Sir (In The Jaws of
History - Bui Diém va David Chanoff) (1988); Nét Cham Phd Cua Birc Piéu Khdc
Truyén Than (The Chinese Mosaic - Betty Bao Lord) (1990).

*VIET NAM CUOC CHIEN LEO DOC

560 trang. An phi $25.00. D& mua séch qua buu dién, xin giri chi phiéu vé: VLAC /
TS Tiéng Qué Huong, P.O. Box 4653, Falls Church, VA 22044, USA. Lién lac email:
uyenthaodc@gmail.com.

BAI GIOT THIEU CUA HOANG NHAT PHUONG
(Bao Tré - http.//baotreonline.com)

Bén trong trang bia cta tac pham "Viét Nam Cudc Chién Leo Déc", nha xuat ban
Tiéng Qué Huong trich dang 10i gidi thiéu cua dich gia Phan Lé Diing vé tac gia Frank
Scotton: "Tur nam 1962 dén 1975, gcfn nhw méi nam Frank Scotton déu c6 mat tai Viét
Nam. Ong khéng chi thao tiéng Viét, biét tiéng Hoa, ma con song tai cdc thon dp héo
lanh tir cao nguyén Trung Phan t6i dong bang Ciru Long, nhdt la can di nhiéu hoat déng
tai Viet Nam nhuw hinh thanh cac nhom Binh Dinh, lyc lwong Dan Vé, Nghia Quan, Dia
Phurong Qudn, can bé Xdy Dung Nong Thon, t6 chirc Phirong Hoang... Tdc phdm ciia
Frank Scotton voi noi dung nhin lai doan dwong thuc té da qua duoc coi nhu cau tra loi
chinh xdc vé Iy do nguoi My that bai tai Viét Nam. Frank Scotton nhdc nhé mét kinh
nghiém dau xot voi nguoi My, nhung tirng trang sach da bay 16 tam trang phan né cing
cuc vé sy sup do ciia Mién Nam Viét Nam ma véi ong la ving dat than yéu khéng bao gic
roi khoi tam tri..

Loi gioi thleu cho thy "Viét Nam Cudc Chién Leo Doc" nguyén tac "Uphill Battle" -
nhu tac gia Frank Scotton va dich gia Phan Lé Diing cung nhan xét - 1a quyén sach nhin
lai ddu binh lira va nhiing sai lﬁm kho6 hiéu khi xem xét vé mot cude chién, va thao luan
vé mét cude chién khdc, trong khi dang Céng San Viét Nam chi diéu dong mét cudc
chién. [Trich trong Loi Noi Pau, trang 19].

Déi vai tac gia Frank Scotton, dlen bién xay ra trudc va sau ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975
c6 khong it diéu dé néi. Ong da tiép xuc véi rat nhleu nguoi thudc nhiéu tang 16p khac
nhau trong x4 hoi Mién Nam Viét Nam, dé tim hiéu vé giai doan day bat ngd nhiéu bién
dong trude khi Mién Nam that thu.

"Uphill Battle" gom c6 19 Chuong, cong thém Loi Néi Pau va Phy Lyc dugc dich gia
Phan Lé Diing chuyén thanh Viét Ngit v6i tua dé "Viét Nam Cudc Chién Leo Doc", ghi
lai nhitng gi 6ng Frank Scotton d3 trai qua khi di va vé giita Washington va Sai Gon,
trong quang thoi gian gan 13 ndm. Muoi ba ndm - thoi gian khong chi gitp ong c6 thé
no6i thong thao tiéng Viét, ma con ghi nhan nhing sy ki¢n Ong tung ching kién tai Thung
Liing An Lio [Chuong 2, trang 70] Tham Do Ap Long An [Chuong 05, trang 143], Mau
Thuan Binh Pinh [Chuong 10, trang 272]. Hay c¢6 nhiing van dé chi tiét hon khi 6ng néi
vé Vai Tro Va St Mang [Chuong 11, trang 308], Bau Cir - Cai Quan & Cudc Tan Cong
1972 ctia Bic Quan [Chuong 17, trang 472], Nén Dé Nhj Cong Hoa Tan Ra [Chuong 19,
trang 527].



Phan chi cht cua "Viét Nam Cude Chién Leo Doc" ghi rang: "Frank Scotton sinh ndm
1938 tai tiéu bang Massachusetts, trong mot gia dinh luén cé séng ding theo doi hoi
trach nhiém céng dan. Vi thé, thoi Pé nhi Thé chién thin phu éng cing cdc chii, bac déu
phuc vu qudn déi, va trong cudc chién Viét Nam, tham gia ciing véi 6ng la hai anh em ho
phuc vu o Hai Quan, va nguoi em rudt la bdac st ciing la thanh vién Lyc Luong Ddc Biét
Nhom 3" [Trang 10].

Nhirng nguoi tryc tiép tham gia cudc chién trong hai nén D¢ nhit va Bé nhi Cong Hoa
tai Mlen Nam Viét Nam, s& c6 cach nhin khac ddi v6i cudc ndi chién xay ra gitra hai
mién Nam va Bic. Tac gia Frank Scotton dén Viét Nam khi 6 6ng mai 20 tudi, trong long
du ddy hoai bdo, mudn thyuc hién st mang di tim nhirng diéu t6t dep cho dan chung Mién
Nam Viét Nam - noi 6ng cung cu ngy va thd hit mot bau tro1 voi ho. Pé rdi gan 13 nim
sau, 6ng tré vé Hoa Ky & tudi ba muoi mang theo nhirng vét thuong noi tam, khi nho dén
timg dia danh gio chi con trong lich sir, va nhimg con dudng di mat dau trén ban do Viét
Nam.

Dich gia Phan Lé Diing né6i rang: "Nho tdc pham cua ong, nguoi Hoa Ky co thé cam
thdy ré hon nhitng cdu tra loi twong doi théa dang vé cuée chién Viét Nam. Nhung con
nguoi Viét Nam thi sao? Cau tra loi do, xin dwoc danh cho ban doc". Vang. Xin dé doc
gié’ nhén xét vé mot thdi chién tranh va mot thoi dé nho trong "Viét Nam Cudc Chién Leo
Doc".

BAI PIEM SACH CUA RUFUS PHILLIPS
(The Wall Street Journal - http.//wsj.com)

* Rufus Phillips la tac gia cubn sach "Why Vietnam Matters: An Eyewitness Account of
Lessons Not Learned' do Naval Institute Press xudt ban ndm 2008. Bai diém sach nay dugc
dang trong chuyén muc Book Review cla nhat bao 7The Wall Street Journal ngay 14/01/2015
(http.//wsj.com). Tua dé Anh ngll: "Among the Guerillas: Frank Scotton’s curiosity about all
things Vietnamese got him into risky situations - including shootouts with local Viet Cong'.
Ban dich Viét ngii: Phan Lé Diing.
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Trong "Cudc Chién Leo Doc" (Uphill Battle), Frank Scotton da ké lai cau chuyén khac
thuong cua 6ng nhu mot nguoi tham gia sau rong vao nd lyc chdng du kich & Viét Nam
tur nam 1962 dén 1972. Yéu t6 khién cau chuyén cta ong tr¢ thanh dac biét la tam muc
tiép xtc voi nhitng nguoi Viét Nam va ban bé 6ng, sy hiéu biét vé nhiing thuc té & nong
thon va tryc giac chinh tri ciia 6ng, khi nhén dinh ring trong cudc chién giira hai bén, yéu
t6 dinh doat van dé thang bai, chinh la dong lyc chinh tri cua mdi bén.

Quyen sach bat dau khi Scotton gan 24 tudi, méi dugc Phong Thong Tin Hoa Ky
tuyén mo, va vira dén Sai Gon nam 1962. Phong Thong Tin Hoa Ky (USIA) va cac Van
phong Dich vu Théng Tin (USIS) hoat dong & cac qudc gia khac 1a mot phan quan trong
ctia nd lyc chéng Cong cua Hoa Ky trong chién tranh lanh.

Scotton da ghi lai chi tiét theo thir ty thoi gian nhiing diéu ong thay & Mién Nam Viét
Nam, noi thuc té thuong mau thudn v&i ngay ca nhitng cai nhin cia ngudi My ¢ Sai Gon
chtr chua noéi gi den cai nhin cua ngudi My ¢ Hoa Thinh Dén. Ngoai sy tiép can rat gidi
han cua 6ng véi tiéng Viét, tit ca nhimg sy huin luyén danh cho ong trudc khi vao Viét
Nam déu gan nhu v6 dung. Mot trong nhiing ca tinh khién 6ng tré thanh khac thuong 1a



su quyét tim ciia Ong khi cho rang ong can hoc tiéng Viét. Ké tir ngay dau khi méi dén
Viét Nam, hoc tiéng Viét 13 mot nd lyc 6ng chua he ngimg theo dudi. Mot ca tinh dic
biét khac cua 6ng 1a sy to mo bat tan vé tat ca cac van dé Viét Nam. Chinh sy to mo nay
da khién 6ng roi vao nhitng hoan canh kha nguy hiém - ké ca it nhat 13 hai lan cham sing
véi Viét Cong tai dia phuong.

"Cudc Chién Leo Déc" sinh dong vi di ghi lai rat nhidu cau chuyén Iy tha nho nho.
Nam 1962, 6ng Scotton, mdi chi la mot tay mo, c¢6 dip ¢ lai qua dém véi Trung Tudng
1iy ling John Paul Vann (nhan vat chinh trong "A Bright Shining Lie", mot cudn sach da
doat giai Pulitzer ctia ky gia Neil Sheehan). Lic d6 6ng Vann dang 14 ¢b van quan su cho
Su Doan 7 cia quan doi Viét Nam Cong Hoa 6 My Tho, mot tinh chinh ¢ ving dong
bang Ciru Long co6 bén pha co thé di qua tinh Kién Hoa ké can. Mé bén pha Kién Hoa la
noi c6 truyén thong ung ho Viét Cong. Ong Vann cho biét o6ng khong biét rd chuyén gi
thudng xay ra vao dém & mé bén pha Kién Hoa. Nghe viy, chiéu d6 Scotton da ty di pha
sang mé Kién Hoa dé tim hiéu. Khi vAn con dang & mé pha Kién Hoa ma troi da téi mot
ngudi chu quan 6 mé Kién Hoa da khuyén Scotton nén di ‘nguoc lai bén pha quay vé My
Tho, hodc tiép tuc di thang dén thu pha cua Kién Hoa dé ngu lai & nhung chd an toan.
Thay vi nghe theo 10i khuyén d6, Scotton lai dén 1am ban vé&i nhitng nguoi canh sat dang
canh gac bén pha va duoc ho cho biét tram gac cua ho 1a mét noi twong ddi an toan. Tram
gac so di an toan 13 vi d3 c6 mot sy dong ¥ ngdm ngam cta ca hai bén vé tinh trang cua
bén pha. Ca chinh phu [Viét Nam Cong Hoa] 1an Viét Cong déu khong mudn bén pha 1a
mot khu vyc giao chién: Ca hai phia déu can bén pha cho nhitng muyc dich riéng. Pém do,
Scotton da ngu lai noi tram gac va tr¢ lai My Tho sédng sau. Su lidu linh dai dot cua
Scotton, dd khién John Vann da ndi tran 16i dinh. Nhung sau khi nghe Scotton thuat
chuyén vé sy déng ¥ ngdm ngdm cua ca hai bén, John Vann dan dan binh tinh lai. Sau
chuyén mao hiém d6, John Vann da yéu cau thuong cip cta Scotton cho Scotton Iam
viéc voi 6ng, nhung yéu cau d6 khong dugc dap ung.

Khi duoc gi6i thiéu vé 1am v6i Ban Cong tac bén ngoai cua USIS Viét Nam, Scotton
nhan trach nhiém chi dinh cac nhan vién Viét Nam da dugc huén luyén vé lam viéc dé
yem trg cac van phong thong tin cta chinh phii. Nhiém vu cta ong chuyén dan thanh viéc
huén luyén cac do1 ban quan sy va thong tin dé tranh dua vé6i Viét Cong & cac 4p nong
thon. N6 lyc nay c6 nhimng diu hiéu thanh cong, nhung sau d6 chim di trong thoi gian My
d6 quan vao Viét Nam va nhimng hé qua x4u cta cudc chién tranh in mon tiép theo sau.
Niam 1970, Scotton try thanh phy ta chdp hanh cua William Colby, Giam ddc chuong
trinh Dan Su Vu Va Phat Trién Nong Thon (CORDS): Mot nd luc phéi hop dan sy - quén
su bat dau phat dong vao nim 1967 sau nhiéu thir nghiém khong thanh cong. N§ luc nay
bat dau c6 hiéu qua nhung lai & vao mdt thoi diém mudn mang, khi sy ung hd cua dan
chung My d6i v6i cudc chién di suy giam rd rét. La ngudi hiéu rd nhimng hoat dong
chdng du kich & mirc d6 dia phuong, va co thé theo ddi xem nhiing hoat dong d6 c¢6 hiru
hiéu hay khong, Scotton 13 mét trong sé vai ngudi My da co nhiing dong gop vo gia.

Scotton xen k& cau chuyén cua 6ng vo6i nhiing bai viét noi rd thém vé bdi canh va ndi
dung cta cac bién ¢ cua ca phia Viét Nam 1dn phia My. Ong bat dau véi khung hoang
Phat gido va cudc ddo chénh 6ng Diém nam 1963, sau d6 mo ta nhiing su that bai cua
Mién Nam trong viéc doan két cac doan thé chinh tri va quan sy nam 1964 sau dao
chanh, nhimng sy xdm luoc cta cac don vi chinh quy cta quan doi Bac Viét cudi nim
1964, su can thi¢p quan su nghiét ngd qua cac cudc d6 quan nam 1965, va nhiing hoat
dong chong du kich va "Viét Nam Héa Chién Tranh" sau cudc tin cong Méau Than 1968.



Dan da, mot chinh quyén Mién Nam 6n dinh hon da bét dau xuét hién vaung hg cac hoat
dong chéng du kich. Nhung theo céi nhin cta ong Scotton, chinh quyén d6 chua bao gid
trién khai duoc mot dong lyc chinh tri bao quét de ¢6 thé hinh thanh mot chinh phu trong
sach, dap tng dung v6i nguyén vong thuc ctia qudc gia va duoc dai da sé dan ching tng
ho.

C)ng Scotton nhan dinh vé Hi¢p Dinh Ba-Lé nam 1973 nhu mot tha "dau hang nguy
trang"”, vi hi€p dinh do6 van dé cho cac luc lugng chinh quy ciia Bic Viét & Mién Nam chu
dong nhimg cudc tan cong tuong lai ngay ca khi sy vién trg quan su cua Hoa Ky da bi cit
b6. Ong cho rang vé lau, vé dai, Mlen Nam Viét Nam kho thé ton tai néu khoéng c6 nhing
cai cach dan cha. Va trén thuc té thi chua hé c6 dau hiéu gi nhiéu cho thiy chinh quyén
Mién Nam sé& c6 nhimg cai cach dan chu sau rong. Khi nhin lai, 6ng Scotton ciing tin
rang sau Tét Mau Than nim 1968, M¥ nén két luan cudc chién Viét Nam khong con hy
vong, va nén rut lui. Nhung phai rat lui thé nao, dé c6 thé duy tri dugc du chi mdt nira
phan danh dy, 1a diéu khong thiy 6ng ban luan. Vao thoi diém do, nhitng ngudi diéu dinh
phia Bic Viét dang doi hoi My phai dep bo chinh quyén Sai Gon va chap nhan mot chinh
pht méi hoa hop véi td chirc Mat Tran Giai Phong Mién Nam, mét td chirc do ho cam
dau. Thoa min doi hoi clia ho chic chan s& khién Bic Viét nhanh chong tién chiém Mién
Nam vé6i nhimg cudc dan ap giét choc tan bao nhu da xay ra nam 1975. Sau 1968 chinh
quyén Sai Gon va quan doi Mién Nam van c6 trién vong thanh cong néu My tiép tuc vién
trg, va thyuc té cho thdy da sb nhiing chién dich chéng du kich vé sau déu thanh cong
trong viéc dem lai an ninh cho phan 16n nhitng ving néng thon.

C6 thé co6 mot cude rit quan toan dién ciia My vao nam 1968 khong? Tuy cau hoi nay
c6 thé la mot van d¢é tranh luan, quyén sach cua 6ng Scotton van dua ra dugc nhiing truc
gidc vé mot giai doan da dugce ghi lai rat nhiéu. Ngoai ra, "Cugc Chién Leo Doc" con la
mot sy nhic nhd hiru ich vé nhimg chéan 1y cia van dé chdng du kich: Céach chong du
kich hiru higu nhat 13 phai thiét 1ap an ninh, phai c6 sy tham gia rong rdi cua da s6 dan
chung va su tng ho tir bén trong cac cong dong dan chung & cac cip co ban nhét.

GHI CHU CUA TAC GIA FRANK SCOTTON
VE AN BAN TIENG VIET

Quyét dinh thu xép dé c6 mot ban dich tiéng Viét caa cudn Uphill Battle va dat duoc
mdt tim doc gia 16n rong hon 4n ban tiéng Anh & mot quyét dinh hét st 16n ddi vai toi.

Vin dé dich giita tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh 1a mot van dé c6 nhiéu thir thach hon la dich
gilia nhiéu ngoén ngtr khac. Toi nghi tiéng Anh 1a ngon ngir co cac chir gbc Dric va bao
gom cac chir goc Norman, thuong c6 khuynh huong chuan xac va y dlen ta thuong theo
sat nghia cua chir. Trong khi do, tleng Viét lai 1a mot ngdn ngir co ngudn goc phtre tap va
vé sau con hap thu thém rat nhidu tir cia Trung Hoa. Toi thay ngir vung tiéng Viét
thudng co thé hiéu theo rat nhiéu nghia va kho nim bat vO1 mot veé gan nhu lang man. Va
ngoai van dé dia phuong, hodc sy khac biét trong tleng 16ng, nhirg tir mién qué thuong
khac voi nhing tr duge xur dung 6 thanh thi. Boi thé dich sat tir ngon ngit ndy sang ngon
ngtr khac la van dé kho thé 1am duoc va nguoi dich bit bude phai dich dua vao sy hiéu
biét thau déo ¥ nghi cua tac gia.

Phan Dung va nhiing nguoi giip anh dé thanh cong trong van d¢ sira chira cac khéac
biét gitra hai ngon ngir kheo 1éo dén do t6i tin rang doc gia cua ban dich nay s& hiéu 1d
nguyén tac du co thé khong dong ¥ v6i cac két ludn cua toi. Ngoai ra, t6i con co thém



nhiéu diéu hitu ich qua cc cudc trao d6i Email v6i 6ng Tran Htru Tri, mdt nguoi ban
duong can dam da cung hoat dong voi 61 trong nhiéu st mang rat lau Ve trudc.

Cubi cung, t6i xin ban doc cam thdy kho chiu vi nhimg mo ta vé khiém khuyet cua
phia Viét Nam hiy xem xét nhitng chu thich thing thin cua t6i vé nhitng khiém khuyét
c6 18 con ning hon cua phia Hoa Ky. Thay vi d6 16i cho nhau, chung ta nén tim cach hiéu
13 ban thé bap bénh cta cudc chién, nhimg loi diém cta phia ddi phuong, va tit ca nhimng
diéu chiing ta da c6 thé 1am hau din dén nhimg két qua t6t hon.

AUTHOR'S NOTE TO THE
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE EDITION

| am humbled by the decision to arrange for publication of Uphill Battle in
Vietnamese in order to reach a broader audience than what is possible for the original
English text.

Translation between Vietnamese and English is more challenging than the task of
bridging many other languages. | think of English having Germanic roots with Norman
inclusions and tendency to precision and the literal. Vietnamese, | feel, has a more
complex origin that was later suffused with a dose of northern neighbor loan words.
Vietnamese vocabulary is, | found, subjective with multiple possible meanings and an
elusive almost romantic feel. And, in addition to regional dialect and even slang
differences, rural vernacular is rather different by vocabulary and expression than what is
heard and written in urban areas. So a literal translation from either language to the other
does not work and it is necessary to interpret from an understanding of an author’s
intention.

Dung Phan and others who assisted him succeeded in spanning the differences
between Vietnamese and English so magnificently that | am sure readers of this
translated edition will comprehend the narrative even if there might be disagreement with
my conclusions. | additionally benefited from exchange of emails on some points with
Tran Huu Tri, brave companion on several missions long ago.

Finally, I ask that any reader who might be offended by description of Vietnamese
inadequacies, examine my candid notation of more than equivalent American flaws.
Rather than blaming each other, we should be seeking to understand the precarious nature
of the war, the advantages held by the opponent, and what we all might have done more
productively.




